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your past life make me dread a speedy renewal of our separation. If you would make yourself contented with quarters in my house, or with any other private family, where liquor is not used, I should think there was some hope for you. But if you go to a tavern or to any place where it is used at table, you are not safe. You have fine talents, Edgar, and you ought to have them respected, as well as yourself. Learn to respect yourself, and you will soon find that you are respected. Separate yourself from the bottle, and from bottle companions, forever. Tell me if you can and will do so. "If you again become an assistant in my office, it must be understood that all engagements on my part cease the moment you get drunk. I am your true friend.            T. "W. W.1
The circumstance to which this note refers evidently belongs to an early period in Poe's editorship and was antecedent to his marriage. It has been suggested that tike direct cause of Poe's resignation was Mr. White's declining to allow him higher wages or a share in the profits of the magazine; but both the demand and the ref usal are mere suppositions. It is possible that his head was turned by his rapid and brilliant success, and he was the less solicitous to retain his post, particularly if, as lias been asserted,2 he had received an invitation from Dr. Francis T*. Hawks, a North Carolina divine settled in New York city, to contribute to the newly projected " New York Review." But when it is reeolleeted that Mr. White was Poe's attached
1 Griswold, xxx.                         2 Hirst.
